WILLIAM BURROUGHS 
P.O. Box 147 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044 
Tel (interim): 913-749-1860 



Timothy Leary 

P.O. Box 69886 

Los Angeles CA 90069 



August 4th, 1986 



Dear Tim and Barbara, 



You may already have heard that our dear friend Brion Gysin 
died on July 13th in Paris, of heart failure. A few weeks 
before, his diagnosis of advanced lung cancer was confirmed, 
and his pain, already crippling, increased. He was unable 
to tolerate painkillers for medical reasons, and his end was 
in many ways a release from a future that promised only more 
suffering. It is a very sad moment for our circle of 
friends. 

Brion 's body lay in state in his apartment for four days, 
and was removed on the 17th and cremated at Pere Lachaise on 
July 22 nd, His ashes are in the care of his close friend 
Francois de Palaminy, who later this year will carry out 
Brion 's wish that they be scattered in the sea near his 
beloved Morocco. 



Sincerely, 



pear Tim (coach) 

I wrote you stupid drunken letter,! mean postcard, ' 
addressed to Harvard Psychology Dept. v4iieh you may fet. But Allen ,. 
rotiinds me you v/ant notes on ny reaction to Sacred Mushrooms extract . 
IVhy not I mrfce it in the fonn of a letter, here and iiow, vdthout pl3.nning, 
and you can extract ic/hat you need for your article and researches, 
(Allen also suaigested I send you my notes on Mescaline but I only have 
one copy now, -will type it later for you, but in any case Mescaline is 
not the same as jnushrb!Djiis,as you know,,) 



u. 



You say that Moctezvuna was high on sacred mushrooms and 
therefore did ijot resist CorVez but I dont thinlc that vtas the whqle 
story>because under mushrooms I felt myself more in the mood for 
self -defense than I am usually (because of a vow of kindness in the 
spirit of Buddhism made soberly years ago, and also old teachings of 
sacred young brother who died in 1926). No, in fact on mushrooms I 
felt quite stx*ong, quite angiy in fact at the atheists for fighting 
Christianity (cpintnunigim so-called vs. capitalism so-called, it says 
in the paper, but It's really atheism vs. gnosticism.) (right?) 



Mainly I felt l^ke ?>. flostine^ Khan^n^^^m3^g;ie^earget_wj,tJ3.^ 
interesting lieutenants a nd gods^s-rsiaae's hen ent f eeli ng about old 
iigg^ ill tiif grassTina tempXes, exactly also lake the sensation I got 
dfunfTon pulque floating in the Xochimilcp gardens on barges laden 
with flowers and singers., .some old Golden Age dream of man, very nic?e. 
But that is the elonent of hallucination in this acid called mushrptaiis 
(Amanita?) Tlie bad physical side-effect g involved (for »e) stiffening 
of elbow and knee joints, a swelling of the eyelid, shortness of breath 
or rather aratie'ty about breathing itself. No heart palpitations! like 
in Mescaline, however, i felt that tionlln was asking for too many 
more "fives" all the time (in the trade they'd say he has an oil-burnin? 
habit, or is a "hog")- — ^But under the s^/mpathetic influence of the drug 
or TjhatcYer it is called I kept agreeing ■with all his demands. 
In that sense there's a lot of brainwash implicit in SM's. 
So 1 do think we took top much. let there were no side evil effects. 

in fact I came \iqme and had the first serious long talk witfe 
my mother, for 3 days and 3 nights (not consecutive) but we sat talking 
about everything yet went about the roiitine of washing, sleeping, eating, 
cleaning up the yard and house, and returning to long taik cbairs at 
proper time. That was great. I learned I loyed her irore than I thought. 
The mushrocm high carried on for exactly till Wednesday Jan, ISth (and 
remember I first chewed the first pills Friday rd.ght the 13th). I kept 
it alive by drinking Ghristian Brothers port pn the rocks. Suddenly 
on Friday the 20th (day of Inaugui^tion) it started all up again, on 
port;, but very mushroomy, and that Was a swin^ng day, yakking in bars, 
bookstores, homes around Northport (which I never do). 

My report is endless, exactly. But here, remember ydiat we were 
saying? J'What? what did vou say?" (to have n mumble repei+ed, the raurnble 
being of excruciating 5.r!>por+.s<nce.) And "Mip are you?" "Are you sure'^" 
"I'm not here." —--"What are we doing here?"-. — "?*here are vre?"— -"iifhat's 
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going on?"^-*:-"Ani 1 going to die?"^— "No"-— "I cant see you, you're s. ghost" 
—- "lou're the Holj- uhost"--^''vvajKing on water wasnt built in a day"— — 
"We're just laying around here dping npthin"-- -"Even if I knew how to 
break your leg"(utilizinig Zean koaii (Zen) about Ba so (T'ang master d. 788)) 
"even if i knew hovf to break your leg I wouldnt dp it — -besides you hayent 
got a leg- y^o said you had a leg? Ypu? Who are you? I cant see ypul 
You're not there J I, dont see nuttln.' I hate you] V^y? Because I love youl" 
"I love ypu argrway,'' ...„ ,. ,, \... 

^- — "" We were at the extraEest ppint goofing on clouds vratching the mpvie ""^ 
(^ pf existence. f r e m eft b ep/?) ■• ■ - ' : ._......_..::...,.---—-■ "' ■':"'•'■' "-■ -■■-•■:-— •-- "''' 

Owing to the residue of Sacred Mushroom hallucination I woke up 
briefly the other quiet morning (Thursday 19th) feeldng that everybody 
in my neighborhood ytas sleeping trustfully around me because thegr knew 1 
was the Master of Trust in Heaven (for instance). 

Everybody seemed innocent. La.fcadio becam^St. Innocent the patriarch 
of Holy Russia. Donlin becairie the Paraclete, whom 'i5«©u vravgd over my head 
bj,.an...a§tonishing show of physical strength (remember?) /It was a aefiiiite ; 

y'Satori, Pull "of psychic clairvoyance (but you must remacber that this j 

I is not half as good as the peaceful ecstasv of simple Samadbi trance as I ,,'-' 

V^de'scribed that in Pharma BT}ms)./''"17RenT'yelIe^^^^ 

ForfP" Rican "^teenige "boys ■walking in the snow "Avante Con DiosI" i ha.d np 
idea where the vd'ord "avante" csme from, Allen said it meant "fonmrd with." 
Clairvoyance there. I saw you,Leary, as a Jesuit Father. Donlin called 
you Doctor Leary. I saw Allen as Sariputra (the Indian saint). Uj old idea 
of St. Peter (abPut Peter Crlpyslcy) was strerightened. T saw Peter's sister 
Marie as gte.G^thfFine. Bob Kaufman as a Mleh^acan Indian chief. I saw 
Communists ail around us (especially that Befe.R©senbl«%.h,and others). Pearl 
became a Lotus of indescribable beauty sitting there in the form of a iudaha 
woiwxn Bhikkushini. When someone menxicnea people being electricity 1 said 
"Cpnsplidated Coils." Divine run-outs in my head, like when I went to pee 
I said to the toilet "It's all your fault!" and could never Ipave the group 
without feeling that they were still with me (in the tpilet.) Finally told 
my mother "C'est la Sainte Esprit" and she •e gr e ed * agreed. My old con^ction 
that nothing ^vpr happened was st>rengthened (ow). I felt like a silly aignel 
(angel) but new I knov; I'm only a mutterer in old paths, as befpre- I kept 
saying, however, to all kinds iafpepple "I'Vhat an interesting person you are!" 
and it was true ^ Finali y.J[__said_"I think I'lljtake a shit oxit the vandtgy" 
i)i.jde§ESIStifijx^t was impossibleto go p'n'lirrsuch "ecstasy' ari^"exQ^€^m0.,"} 

( ['^pkes were the Sacred Jokes p f Hescven,/^1^e^<m"dQg^o^^^^ 

there by design,! ''d'^ay, to Ke8p thtj "go od old Irish joking going, othervfise 
v/e would all have been too serious,! say, 

^.'^ — ' In sum, also, there is temppraiy addict ion but no withdrav>ai symptoms 

18'hatever. The faciLLty pf remembering names arid v^hat one has learned j, is 
heightened so fantastically that we could develpp the greatest schpiars and 
scientists in the world wth this stufi^. (By-the my, does- V&rtv'L 
stut*ering-g4Miius • at Harvard; take it?) (He stutters with, -a- methoayhipefc -eerie)--. 
There's no harm in Sacrgd Mushrooms 4JM»ken-an"ropd:er^ 
■ f f r f» t . 4-iBt%%hc^ and iruch gppd will cpme of it. (For instance,! remerabered 
historical details I ' d completely forgotten before the icushroojss, and ha„»aes ^ ^ 

names millions pf names and categories and data ) „ r ...!,.-.-- ■-- •■-••-"Y " 

"•'"■-"- — -..,,.,,_,_ 1 ..,/ ^ ./•„ -..-■— — ■--■ ,,',0ilejstyo}e&y 7~" 



